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‘OF all the means which have been devised to disseminate in- 
formation, that of a Periodical Journal is, perhaps, the best 
adapted. The utility of such publications is, indeed, very de- 
cisively evinced by the encouragement which they reccive 
among every people at all distinguished by an attachment to 
letters. [t is, however, in the United States, where access to the 
stores of learning is impeded by peculiar obstacles, that they 
seem to be more especially required, and to hold out the great- 
est advantages. Easy of circulation, they reach the remotest 
portions of our wide spread territory, and open, at a very mode- 
rate expense, a source of amusement and instruction, which to 
many would otherwise be denied. Nor is the salutary influence 
of these popular vehicles any longer with us, than in Europe, a 
matter to be determined by experiment, or the results of the 
future. Effects, the most beneficial to our literary relations, can 
already be traced to their rapid multiplication, and extensive 
dispersion. They have insinuated into the minds of our peo- 
ple, who were once, confessedly, too negligent of liberal pur- 
suits, a love of knowledge; and have made us, what, in the lan- 
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guage of a celebrated foreigner we have truly become of late, 
one of the most inquisitive and reading nations of the earth. 

Dispositions in every view so auspicious, were to be antici- 
pated from the diffusion of writings so eminently calculated to 
captivate general attention, and to delight or improve every 
description of readers, every class of society, every variety of 
taste, and every gradation of intellectual capacity. 

As its title indicates, the Journal now offered to the patron- 
age of the public, will be conducted chiefly on the principle of 
selection. The leading feature of the plan, more distinctly 
enunciated, is to present, at stated intervals, a sort of synopsis 
of the foreign Magazines, Journals, and Reviews appropriat- 
ed to Medicine and its kindred sciences. 

Whatever may be thought of the humility of this design, no 
one will doubt of its importance who is conversant with the pe- 
riodical works of Europe. As is incident to such publications; 
the matter which they contain is altogether of a mixed nature, 
and of merits the most unequal. They are a vast field, where 
golden wheat is too often choked by useless or pernicious tares 
and where it imports us, like the prudent husbandman, to re- 
ject the one, and hoard the other. These publications are, 
moreover, at this time, so numerous, so costly, and so difficult 
to be procured, that really they can only be consulted, by a 
large majority of the cultivators of science in the United States,’ 
through a medium somewhat similar to the one now proposed. 
It is therefore meant to give an extract so copious of their con- 
tents, as not only to exhibit the progress of the physical sciences 
abroad, but to do away, in a great degree, the necessity of re- 
curring to the works themselves. 

This Journal however is not wholly to be restricted to the 
province of selection. A department, sufficiently spacious, will 
be reserved for original contributions. But as eclectics, the 
editors must be permitted here also to exercise the right of 
choice, and, without arrogance or captiousness, of excluding 
such articles as they may deem unworthy of preservation. 
They will cordially receive, and conspicuously insert, reports 
of interesting cases of disease, well written histories of epide- 
mics, accurate meteorological observations, experimental in- 
quiries, ingenious disquisitions, notices of new discoveries, 
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acute but temperate analyses of books; and, in short, whatever 
in their estimation may have a tendency to enlarge the sphere 
of science; and more particularly, to rectify the errors, amend 
the practice, and increase the usefulness of that branch to which 
they are professionally devoted. 

The contents of the Journal will be arranged under the sub- 
sequent divisions: 


1. Selected Papers. 4. Original Papers. 
2. Selected Reviews. 5. Original Reviews. 
3. Medical and Philosophi- _6. List of New Publications, 
cal Intelligence. foreign and domestic. 
CONDITIONS. 


* I. The work will be printed on good paper, with distinct 


type, in quarterly numbers, each to contain about one hundred 
and twenty pages or more, to be delivered to subscribers in the 
city, and to be forwarded without delay to those at a distance. 

II. The price of the work to be three dollars a year, to be 
paid on delivery of the second number. 

ILI. No subscriptions to be discontinued, except at the end 
of a year; nor without, at least, two months’ notice to the pub- 
lisher, and payment of what may then be due. 

IV. The usual allowance will be made to booksellers, and 
such others as obtain subscriptions for ten copies and become 
answerable for the whole. 

N. B. Subscription received by Thomas Dosson and Son, 
the publishers, and by all the principal booksellers throughout 
the United States. 








